PORT ADO W N INVESTIG ATION. 



COPY of the Report of the Investigation held at Portadown on the 
10th April 1834, and subsequent Days into the Conduct of Chief Constable of 
Police Brennan, and the Result ; — also, Copy of Letter from Chief Constable 
Brennan to Sub-Inspector of Police Henry , at Armagh, upon the subject of the 
Disturbance which took place in the Town of Portadown upon the Easter 
Monday preceding. 



Dublin Castle. 



(True Copies.) 



WM. G OSSET. 



REPORT of Thomas Staples, Esq. to the Earl of Gosford. 



My Lord M errion-square, April 1834. 

HAVING been commanded by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to assist your 
Lordship, aa lieutenant of the county of Armagh, in an investigation respecting an affray 
which occurred at Portadown, on the 31st of March last, and which inquiry after a full 
examination of all the persons who could afford any information upon the subject, termi- 
nated on Saturday the 12th of April. 1 now beg to lay before your Lordship, for the 
information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, such observations as occur to me, and 
the conclusions which in my humble judgment ought to be drawn from the matter so laid 

b6 I™ annual fair Is held at Portadown on Easter Monday, at which the 

country people have usually assembled, rather in the way of amusement to spend a holiday, 
than for the transaction of commercial business. On the day m question, being taster 
Monday, the town was, as usual, full of people, and nothing worthy ol remark had occurred, 
up to tie hour of five o'clock in the evening: about that hour a dispute having arisen 
amon. some persons In the house of Owen De.lm, a i publican, he sent for a few of the 
police 8 constables to clear his house of the persons disturbing it; it appears also, that 
a message had been sent to Curran Woodhouse, Esq., a magistrate ot the county, who was 
then in the town, and that he and Captain Brennan, the chief constable of the police 
stationed in the town, accompanied by a few more police constables, soon joined the party 
near Devlin's house, where Mr. Woodhouse states, that on Ins arrival he found a very 
considerable crowd had assembled, and that their conduct was extremely riotous and dis- 
orderly • this was between six and seven o’clock in the evening. , . , 

It also further appears that two persons, a few days previous to the fair, having been 
i , , mi. some nlace in the neighbourhood of Portadown, two of the indt- 

vSs etatn iat transaction 6 had been traced and pursued to Portadown on the fair 
dav by the" friends of the beaten party, for the purpose of revenge; and one of these 
y r> . r- _ nn i v : no . h een discovered in the street, near the house of a man named 

Siring order, accompanied by Mr.'woodhouse the magistrate, and Captam Brennan, the 

^Thisiarter'ientleman had previously been stationed at Newty for several years, from 
Phis latter ^ gentiem 1 p ort l adowil ^ the mont h of November last Upon this occasion, v 

he struck indiscriminately many persons and some of them not «jgag and his 

in such a way as to excite a goo r, pra ons assembled who immediately began to 

|3S1: 

other expressions calculated to irritate and annoy him. In 
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In this state of tilings several 

ex cited, 
him l.o 
:« ol' the 
ul with, 
which 



Mr Summon, Mr. Overeiid and Mr. Fisher, remonstrated with Captain Hrennan ri 
impropriety of'nsing his slick in the manner above dgliW 
■tainly did not attend to 
his party from the street 



revetted that this ad vie. ”** 



i son to suppose that, in that case the unfortunate 
afterwards took plaeh might have been thereby avoided, nor could U.«e l^i^M 



because there 



. a j of the police the. peace of the town would 
in the str 



apprehension that by the remov; 
all compromised or endangered. 

The police, however, being thus suffered . .. 

press upon them, sometimes in a very menacing manner, obliging ><■ 
bayonets to the charge to prevent the people Irom approaching too clc 
Ciiptain Brennan with the same view, occasionally striking Uilloreiit. |ioim 
in the same indiscreet manner t.o which I have been before obliged to >u v < 

At about seven o’clock the police were marched down the street tawtin. 
halted opposite the inn, (Mr. Alleyn’s house) where they were drawn u 
with their backs to the wall, a position which was taken with a view to pn 
surrounded by the mob, who still continued to follow and press upon t 
riotous and menacing manner : and it is right to add, that, this mcnsuie w, 
advice of Mr. Woodhouse, the magistrate, and did not originate v 



’ crowd continued to 
men to bring their 
o upon them ; and 
ains with his stick 



.lie bridge, and 
m the footway, 
ml, their being 
u in l.hc same 
ado pled by the 
itain Brennan, 
tants of the town, 



■ I 10 



lit be thrown by (lie 1110b 



Previous to the arrival of the police at this point, some ol the ml 
who had been exerting themselves to restore order, and had urged the 
to their barrack, had expressed an apprehension that stem 

when it became dark. , , „ . . . . 

” founded, for several stones were, i brown at the 
i, the 
■dice 
Riot 



nd lo- 
ll the 



This apprehension, it. appears w..o ™, .... — • . . 

party shortly before they reached the inn, and soon after they drew up in tliul positioi 
noise and tumult increased to an alarming degree, and stones were showered at tno | 
in great numbers. Mr. Woodhouse, the magistrate, then thought it right to read i 
Act, which was accordingly sent for, and his son, Mr. John Woodhouse, road it by 
light, (it being by ibis time quite dark) ; the shouting and noise, however, continuing 
time so loud, that it could scarcely he heard. 

Shortly before this, while in the street, and before they reached the inn, the police bud been 
ordered to prime and load ; Mr. Woodhouse wished them to make use of blank cartridge, 
but not having- any such with them, they wore obliged to load with ball. It is also stated, 
that upon this occasion Mr, Woodhouse intimated, that if obliged to lire, they should lire 
over the heads of the crowd. This being probably heard by the men, may account for the 
manner in which most of them afterwards very fortunately did fire, although, as it will 
appear, no order as to any particular mode of firing was given at that time. In this state 
of. things, some of the better class of inhabitants, apprehending serious consequences, again 
urged the removal of the police to their barrack. Mr. Binnamon in particular applied to 
Captain Brennan and advised him to remove the men; Mr. Atkyns also, the innkeeper, 
apprehending mischief to his own house, made the same request; Mr. Joyce also, and 
Mr. Fisher, spoke to Johnstone, the serjeant of the police, suggesting the same course, 
in which the serjeant entirely concurring, applied to Captain Brennan, who only answered 
him by an order to return to his ranks. Johnstone also, of his own accord, spoke to 
Mr. Woodhouse, and recommended the removal of the polico, to which Mr. Woodhouse did 
not accede, but on the contrary expressed an opinion that they ought to remain, and the 
consequence was, they continued drawn up before the inn as above stated. 

I now come to the most important feature of the transaction, namely, the firing by the 
police. The party had. remained in the situation already described above so minutes, during 
all which time the noise, tumult and throwing of stones was incessant. By these stones 
Mr. Woodhouse, the magistrate, was struck, and several of the police, though mines much 
injured. Mr. John Woodhouse also received a blow, by which he was knocked down and 
wounded in the head. It was just at this moment that the firing took place. Shots were 
fired to the number of eight or 10 in succession, and not as a volley. A most, material 
question here suggests itself, whether any order to fire was given ? with respect to which 
the evidence is quite contradictory and irreconcileahle. Captain Brennan, in his report of 
the transaction transmitted to the Government, states, “That the magistrate, Curran 
Woodhouse, Esq., came forward and read the Riot Act, after which I gave orders for the 
police to fire over their heads.” He also repeated the same statement the next day in 
>a conversation with Mr. Woodhouse. One witness 'swears ho heard the order to fire 
given by Captain Brennan, and another swears he heard him uso the word “ fire.” Mr. 
Woodhouse denies having given any orderl Serjeant Johnstone, however, swears he heard 
Mr. Woodhouse give the order to fire, immediately before the shots were discharged. He 
also swears that Mr. Woodhouse, some time before, had ordered the men to fire, but that 
Captain Brennan had gone in front of the men and succeeded in preventing any discharge. 
It is obviously impossible to come to any satisfactory conclusion upon, evidence so incon- 
sistent. The best opinion I can form is, that in the confusion and tumult which prevailed 
at the moment, coupled with the danger and irritation arising from the stones which 
continued to be thrown at them, some of the men being struck by stones, and conceiving 
they heard the word “ fire,” discharged their pieces, and were followed by others. It 
fortunately happened that the greater part of the men, although not having any order to 
that eflect, fired at a considerable elevation, though some it will appear fired low. Had 
they all fired at a level, the consequences must have been frightful, as the street itt their 

• front 
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front was crowded with people within one yard of them, and the opposite shops and houses 
were also full of persons, whom the fair had collected in the town. Of those shots which 
were fired low, one struck a man named Joseph Nicholson, who was standing at the opposite 
side of the street, near a window in the house of Mr. Sinnamon. The ball entered his 
knee, and inflicted a wound so dangerous that the limb was necessarily amputated to save 
his life, an artery being opened, and there being no other means, according to the opinion 
of the surgeon who attended him, of stopping a fatal haemorrhage. Another man, near 
the same place, was slightly wounded by a ball, which grazed his thigh. Several balls 
also passed through the opposite windows, and others struck the walls. 

It appears, that in a few minutes after the shots were fired, the police were marched to 
their barrack, which they were able to do without any molestation, except a few stones 
being thrown at them, by which it does not appear that any person was hurt I am entirely 
of opinion, as I have before stated, that this course should have been adopted before the 
fin no-, w hen suggested in the early part of the evening, as there was no disturbance in the 
street that required the continued presence of an armed party ; and the event justifies this 
view; because, when the police did march away after the firing, although the tumult did 
not and could not directly subside, yet no injury to persons or property afterwards 
occurred. , . 

A charge of intoxication on this evening has very unjustly been made against Captain 
Brennan, by some of the witnesses who were examined. 1 am however of opinion, upon 
the whole of the evidence, that the imputation is altogether unsustained. Captain Brennan 
has, it appears, a nervous manner, which by strangers might possibly be mistaken, on 
occasions of excitement, for the effects of liquor. On this evening he was excited and 
irritated, but in my mind perfectly sober. He has received from Trevor Cony, Esq., 
a magistrate of the county of Armagh, who had known him a long time at Newry, a high cha- 
racter for zeal and impartiality in the discharge of his duty, under very trying circumstances. 

Upon the whole of the case, I hog to submit to your Lordship the following conclusions, 
as resulting from the evidence taken upon this investigation : 

l That no case has been made out to justify firing with ball cartridge. 

a. That in not removing the police from the street, which would have been the more 
prudent, course, Captain Brennan can only he charged with an error in judgment, as to 
which he stands in a great measure excused, by having the opinion of Mr. Woodhonse, 
under whose orders he was then acting, expressed m conformity with his own. 

0 Tint in striking persons with his stick in the manner described, though chargeable 
with indiscretion and a want of forbearance, he was not actuated by any improper motive. 

1 cannot, however, dismiss my observations on the conduct of Captain Brennan, without 

stating my impression, that some degree of party hostility must have influenced the muds of 
the persons assembled in the town against Captain Brennan, who is known to be a Roman- 
catholic, and which was manifested by the cry of “ Papist Brennan . and other expressions 
nf that nature, intended personally to insult and provoke him. . . ... 

As the excitement anil irritation towards the police, ongmatmg m the transaction which 
forms the subject of this inquiry, cannot he expected to subside entirely for some time, 1 beg 
to 1 Tmmnt to your Lordship, on this ground, the propriety of recommending to Ins 
Excellency tin/ Lord Lieutenant the removal of Captain Brennan and Ins party from 



Excellency 

Portadown to some other station. 

I have annexed, aB an Appendix to 
inquiry. 



this Report, a copy of the evidence taken on the 
] have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Staples, 



EVIDENCE. 



Portadown, 9 April 1834. 

difficulty s two men resisted, hut the hoi s 1 » f Mmmmi f lhe Be ,jcant . „ 0 officer 
a line of l », and .went up to Q«llaghei t bj About a qM 7U 0 f m hour after there 

™ inTrzto "" Mce T£S2 

formed illhm; the office,. The fight 

and returned with the officer, id in n b kjwwg m>nJ of the pere0 »., m that 

waa over before themlrce came up or the h^ , ic(J ^ There was a crowd, 
Sght ; the persons fighting had loft the t >• Tbe £ rowd ^ di e(aing . when police 
but thinks the police could not - pspra i persons with a walking-stick ; 

came up ; Captain Brennan was in front, and Francis Saunderson; does not know any 
could not hear whether he said anything. ted .« Verner for ever!” There was no 

other person who was struck; the crov . Brennan becanffi 'angry, and ran into 

shouting when the police to charge with fixed bayonets. 

? 58 . 
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son; did not hear him say anything, except order the police to charge. Mr. Sintmmon, Mr. 
John Overend, and William Paul, said to Captain Brennan, that il the police wore taken 
away, there would be no harm done, otherwise there would be bloodshed, lie said lie would 
not have his men insulted, and would not have his men put oli the street by a mob; he was 
urged to remove them; he swore by God he would not. When the police charged, they 
beat the crowd back, but they returned again. No person was hurt in the charge. Captain 
Brennan ordered a second charge, having the stick in his hand. II any person stopped, he 
struck them, and said he would fire on them, but said nothing else that witness heard. 
Police then charged down the street at different times, till they got opposite Atkyn’s house. 
Witness did not come with them. About seven o’clock, soon after f lint, saw a candle in the 
street; heard Riot Act was read; crowd continued five or six yards from the police; 100 
people at the least; did not see stones thrown, or hear any noise. Crowd continued to shout 
“ for ever !” The police were in the street, and Captain Brennan was striking them. 
He struck some after the police came to the inn-door; does not know any of the persons 
struck. Captain Brennan advanced out of the line to strike them; did not hear him say 
anything. Witness was at his father’s door, on the opposite aide. Crowd were between 
witness and police, but witness standing on the window stone outside, and could see over 
the heads of the crowd ; saw Captain Brennan go down as far as Dr. Lee’s. Witness then 
went into his father’s house, and heard a shot about half-past seven ; ran out, and there saw 
the rest firing. Three or four levelled low ; the rest fired up. Police then wont, down to the 
barrack, not in order; heard no word of command; soon alter this saw Joe Whitelock 
wounded. About eight o’clock stones were thrown at Fisher’s house, some panes were 
broken; saw them next morning; no noise then; no more firing. The stones were thrown 
from an entry. When the police fired, there were 100 persons ; crowd shouted, “ Verner for 
ever, and to hell with the Pope !” The entry from which the stones were thrown is opposite 
to Fisher’s house. 

2. Owen Devlin.— Police came to witness’s house second time about seven o’clock * 
10 or 1 1 panes broken, and some glasses and jugs, by the stones. Could not see the crowd* 
when the stones were thrown, door and windows being shut. The broken windows had no 
shutters, being in the upper story. When the police came the second time, witness let them 
in ; there was no person inside doing mischief. Stones were thrown at the house while the 
police were in it. There was great noise and shouting, “ Verner for ever !” When the police 
went away, the stones ceased to be thrown except one. Was told that certain persons had 
threatened witness’s house, but did not see any of them in the crowd. Did not know any 
person lie saw that night in the crowd. 3 



3. James O' Reilly. 

County of Armagh, \THE information of James O’Reilly of Portadown, in the county 
. , t0 Wlt - __ . I , of Armagh, gentleman, taken before the under-signed magistrates 
tor said county. This informant being duly sworn and examined on his oath, saith that he 
was in the street of Portadown about four o’clock in the afternoon of the 31st March last. 
It was a fair day, and he observed a crowd about the door of Owen Devlin’s bouse, 
behaving in a disorderly manner. Informant saw a person going for the police, and waited 
till they came up. Informant then went with them into Owen Devlin’s house, and they 
succeeded in quelling this disturbance. Informant further saith, that in about an hour and 
ahalf afterwards informant was standing near the police barrack, where he was joined by 
Mr. Brennan the chief constable, and when Mr. Charles Mariay came up and said, the mob 

S thS f ?ftI? T " ear t0 r pUmp r re be i ltin S some one or two Roman-catholics, 
and that it the police would not go to their assistance, they (the Catholics) would be 

h? Mr ‘ aild m /°[ mant went 0Ver t0 £hebar, ' ack . and Mr. Brennan 

11! S hu,r Y u r t - In [ or “ an 1 t theu went witb tbe chief constable and police to 
where the quarrel was. Informant found it was difficult to get in through the crowd and 
Mr. Brennan ordered the police to fix bayonets, and from the excessively violent and 
SSror'i*,^ ordered them to form a equate. Sirred oppo- 
Btonea and othemijh mob . were here very violent, and oooaeionally tllrew ■ 

hensive for his personal s-ifptu nnrl in n P a y in g party tunes, informant became appre- 

and remained th^r^untiltlm rIorwas 1 otm° n, Sdth C he'saw ItM ^ 0C ^ 01 Walker, 

who were throwing stones • unifli lm 1™*, ,1 1 • ’ e ;, saw Richard Bullock amongst the mob 
meaning Mr’ Brennan°the cinbf^crmstable! ‘ ° Ut “ T ° heU with Papia! Brennan,”. 

Sworn before ua this 5th of April 1834, 

J.M.HU1, 

C. Woodhouse. 



Informant 
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Informant acknowledges himself indebted unto our Sovereign Lord the King in the sum 
of conditioned to attend and proseiute at the next or any other assizes, to he held in. 
and lor said county. 

James O’Reilly. 



Had been previously examined. His information being now read to him, he says it was 
after four o’clock when he first went to Owen Devlin’s house. Witness heard the shots; 
was at Dr. Walker’s door, 10 yards from Atkin’s. Heard no order to fire; stone-throwing 
then continued. Mr. Atkin wished the police to mo ve away to save his house ; the stones 
were thrown at the police ; heard the men complain of being pelted. Captain Brennan 
addressed the mob, and begged of them to stand back off his men; this was opposite 
Devlin’s. Captain Breuuan kept them off, where he appeared, but the crowd jumped in 
other parts upon the men. The mob were very riotous. Witness produces a small stick 
he got from Captain Brennan that evening, with which he struck the persons in the mob. 
Captain Woodhousc wished the persons in the street to go home. 



3. John M‘ Donnell . — Lives at Atkin’s side of the street; about five heard noise. Police 
and Captain Brennan endeavouring to keep mob off with a stick. Above 
witness’s own house mob amounted to 50 or. 1 00, shouting and hissing. Saw nothing 
more till about three or half-past; then heard from Owen Devlin that his house was 
; went there and saw crowd outside, who scattered when witness went out. 
Police came np soon, and Captain Brennan and Mr. Woodhouse ; police formed opposite 
Devlin’s door, fronting the mob, who increased ; mob commenced throwing stones at the 
police ; witness was at Devlin’s door and was struck by a stone, and hat cut through; 
not more than 12 stones or thereabouts; noise and shouting; police then went off, and 
witness went into his own house; stones came into his house above stairs ; broke a window 
and struck Mr. Corrigau. Witness then went out and saw hut few persons; they had 
gone into an entry opposite ; a second stone was thrown into bis house above stairs ; 
another pane broken ; found a stone next morning in the room ; heard the shots when in 
his own house at half-past seven o’clock ; did uot see the crowd or the police at that time. 



4. John M'Gaim .— Five o’clock was at Alexander M'Kics ; saw men fighting in the 
street, near the pump; great cheering ; police came up. Captain Brennan with them; 
fighting ceased, and the police got out middle of the crowd. Police fixed their bayonets 
when they came; crowd closed on the police; cheering; appeared wanting to take the. 
guns ; Mr. Fisher tried to keep them back, and Mr. Woodhouse. Mr. Fisher begged them 
to go away and disperse; Captain Brennan also endeavoured to keep them back with his 
hands; when they yielded all was quiet. Those who resisted he struck with a switch. 
A man near the pump approached a policeman riotously, and the policeman pushed and 
knocked him down; thinks it was a push in the breast; does not know that man; soon 
after a man took Captain Brennan by the breast, and took him off the street into the 
road, among the crowd ; two policeman advanced and brought him hack ; Woodhouse 
was going away, and Captain Brennan spoke to him and detained him. Police then 
loaded their guns, as witness thought ; witness was looking out of a window. Police 
marched from the pump towards the barrack about six ; crowd followed police close, and the 
rear men fronted to face them ; crowd cheering; more than 200 persons, men and boys; 
few women ; saw no more. About seven came out, and there saw the police opposite the 
inn ; saw nothing further ; heard a shot near eight. 



5. John Overend .- Was at Mr. Woodhouse’s between six and seven ; message came to 
Mr. Woodhouse that Owen Devlin’s house was attacked. Went out with Mr. J . VYood- 
house ; crowd was then further up, towards Gallagher’s ; saw the police formed in a square ; 
saw Captain Brennan strike persons with a stick; was much excited; said u tms 
bearable ?” to Mr. Sinnamon and others. At this time the mob were shouting Verner. and 
to hell with the Pope!” one of tile police stepped out of the ranks and knocked a man 
down with his gun; he only made one step. When Coptam Brennan appeared the mob 
retreated, but closed on other points. Witness addressed the crowd, and told them a qaatrel 
between them and the police would do them no good, and advised them to disperse Mob 
then called " Silence I” in order to hear witness and Mr. Sinnamon. Captain Brennan again 
used the stick, and this excited the mob; cannot describe his mmm? at S 
particularly. Did not hear him use any expression to the mob ; heard WWttroAortl 
of “Papist Brennan!" Captain Brennan’s son prevented him fnrthe from sinking the 
people, and said, “the crowd had no intention of throwing stone, at he police. Police 
afterwards marched down towards the inn, seven o’clock, and <irew ”P . “ f '° nt , . “ 
house; still a mob and noise; crowd followed the pol.ee; a stone ’ ™ *"™ n . S 
mob just as they halted ; a large stone ; witness lifted it up ; it was thrOTn up ■ , 

great force ; candle then brought out and Biot Act read y 1 broke’ some 

Iris immediately several stones were thrown and struck the house and brotejme 
windows; one grazed witness’s arm. Captain Brennan said, Y _ ' a | ' 

is the house to be smashed ?’’ Immediately after saw the shots Bred c larmot say how Ure 
nieces were presented; thought only blank cartridge, and 

Witness then retreated into the gateway, and when be came out the p Captain 

Did not hear any order to lire; was next to the left-hand man in the lme, Captam 
Brennan was at the right, as witness thinks ; witness then went Home. 

. „ 6. John 

258. A 3 
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6 . John Obina Woodhousc. 

County of Armagh \ The information of John 0 hi ns Woodhousc*, of .Portadown, in tile 
to wit 3 /county of Armagh, solicitor, taken he I ore the undersigned justices of 
the peace for the said county ot Armagh. . , . . 

This informant, being duly sworn, on Ins oath saith, that on Monday the gist day of 
March last, Curran Woodhouse, Esc]., one of the magistrates of this comity ol Armagh, 
and father of this informant, dined with this informant at this informant s house in Porta- 
down. Saith that between the hours of six and seven o’clock in the afternoon, some person 
called and requested said magistrate to come out, as a party of men were wrecking the 
house of Owen Devlin, or spoke to that effect ; saith that deponent and two other persons 
who had also dined with informant, accompanied said magistrate to the place, and there 
found the police constables drawn up in the street nearly opposite to the bouse of said 
Devlin, uuder the command of Mr. Brennan, the chief constable of police ; saith he also saw 
there a large body of persons assembled in a riotous and tumultuous manner, shouting and 
making a great noise, and calling out, “ To hell with the Pope saith the said magistrate 
used his utmost exertion to persuade the people to disperse ; saith informant also exerted 
himhelf to prevail on the mob to disperse, but without effect; saith the tumult, continued to 
increase, and stones were thrown from the crowd at the police constables ; saith said magis- 
trate directed the police to march from where they were to a more elevated position, near 
the house of Henry Atkin ; saith that the crowd followed the magistral c and police to the 
said place at the house of Henry Atkin, &c. ; that on their way there, the tumult and dis- 
order still continued to increase and more stones were thrown; saith, that when at the said 
last-mentioned place, the rioters became still more violent, and informant being then of 
opinion that the riot could not be stopped by fair means or entreaty, and as it was then 
growing dark, informant advised said magistrate to make proclamation for the rioters to 
disperse, pursuant to the provisions of the Riot Act; saith said Curran Woodhousc sent 
informant to informant’s house for the Act, to be used for said purpose, and having - returned 
with same, and it being then dark, a candle was got, and the said magistrate having duly 
called on the people to keep silence, this informant, under the directions of said magistrate, 
proceeded to read the form of proclamation in said Act contained, arid which this informant 
did read in due form. Informant saith it was then about seven o'clock by informant's watch. 
Saith, the rioters did not disperse on proclamation being so made, but on the contrary, more 
stones were thrown. Saith, it became very dark, and about this time informant observed 
some of the most violent of the rioters in a gateway between said house of Henry Atkin and 
Dr. Leigh’s, and deponent being apprehensive that if the riot got worse the party in said 
gateway would rush in behind the police, and knock them clown or disarm them whilst the 
men were engaged with the mob assembled in front, and informant thinking it important to 
have said party removed out of said gateway, suggested to said magistrate to have them 
removed. Saith, said magistrate, accompanied by Mr, Brennan, the chief constable, went 
to the place, and had it cleared out. Saith, some of said parly were endeavouring to return 
into said gateway, and informant was persuading them to go away, when one great volley 
of stones was thrown by the crowd, and at the same instant the police constables fired. Saith, 
informant was struck on the head with a stone, thrown by the crowd, and knocked down. 
Saith, he fell behind the police, and was at same time hit by several stones, but none did 
him any injury but the one. Saith, the noise and tumult was at this time very great. 
Saith, he vvas stunned by the blow, and was bleeding a great deal. Saith, everything 
being then in confusion, and deponent being separated from said magistrate, and the friends 
who had come out with him (and whom informant could not then see), informant returned 
alone into his own house. Saith, informant then sent for a surgeon, and found he had been 
wounded with a stone as aforesaid. Saith, after having said wound dressed, and said 
magistrate had also got hack to informant’s house, another message came to say, that the 
mob were again attacking Devlin’s house. Saith, said magistrate then went out again, and 
informant followed him, but lost sight of him. Saith, the riot was then going on in the 
street opposite Devlin’s house, and was very alarming. Saith, he afterwards met said 
magistrate, and he appeared to be coming from Owen Devlin’s. Saith, that from the 
darkness and confusion which then prevailed, and considering the small number of the 
police, and great number of the rioters, informant thought no further effectual resistance 
could be made, and advised said magistrate to return, and informant and said magistrate 
then returned to informant's house. 

Sworn before us the 5th day of April 1834, 

(signed) John Hannah , 

J. M. Hill, 

C . Woodhouse. 

Informant acknowledges liimself to be indebted unto our Sovereign Lord the King in 
the sum of 50*** conditioned that he will attend to prosecute any person who may be 
charged with the abovementioned riot, whensoever called on. 

(signed) John Obins Woodhouse. 

Informations read. Witness now adds, he saw Captain Brennan strike the persons in the 
crowd, as he thought with intent to disperse them. He desired them to go off when the 
police were down at the inn ; some said, “ Are we to stand here to be murdered ?” another 
said, if hit again, he would . Are without orders. Police had loaded near Devlin’s; 

magistrate 
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magistrate desired them to load with blank ; this order was given to Captain Brennan, 
who replied, they had only hall cartridge; then said, “ If forced to fire, fire 

over-head.” Immediately previous to the firing heard the magistrate repeat the order to fire 
over-heads ; heard that order three or four times ; heard no order whatever at the time of 
the firing ; at the time of the firing witness had been struck by a stone, and did not observe 
how the pieces were presented. Witness was at the left and Captain Brennan, not near 
him when the firing. took place, nor was Mr. Woodhouse; bad seen him about two minutes 
before ; mob wore 300 or 400 ; had seen stones thrown from the mob at the place when he first 
saw the police ; did not know any of the rioters. Saw Mr. Sinnamon, M r. Paul, Mr. Fisher 
and Mr. Overcnd endeavouring, along with witness, to make them disperse, and though 
none refused to go, they did not go, but became worse as the darkness came on. Did not 
see Captain Brennan strike any person after the police got to Atkin’s house. The police 
were at Atkin’s door 20 minutes before the firing ; was in view of Captaiu Brennan tile 
greater part of the time while at Atkin’s door, and did not see him strike any person with 
the stick while there. At the time of the firing the mob was within a yard of the police; 
it is therefore quite certain they did not aim at the mob, else they must have shot many ; 
witness would have been in great danger. Stones continued to be thrown at the moment 
the shots were fired ; witness himself had been struck and knocked down at the time. 
Stones were thrown after the shots ; witness hit with several after. 



y. Mr. William Paul . — Shortly before six was returning through the fair; saw all quiet. 
When begot into his own shop heard shouting; heard word “Police!” Went away to 
support the police, found them drawn up nearly opposite Devlin’s, with fixed bayonets; 
saw Captain Brennan striking the people; came to front of his men, and witness said, 
“ Captain Brennan, do not strike the people ; they will not allow any one to strike them.” 
Captain Brennan said, “ My God, what can I do!” witness said, “Remove these men, and 
the mob will disperse.” Captain Brennan then went back from witness, and struck people 
again, making a lane through them. Witness begged again, “Remove these men Captain 
Brennan said he would not have his men insulted. His son caught him, and caught the 
blow; conducted himself remarkably well; told liis father, who asked, “they were not 
throwing stones.” Captain Brennan threatened to fire. Mr. J. Woodhouse then came up, and 
asked what was the matter; witness replied, “ Nothing, but keeping these policemen here.” 
Witness then applied to Mr. Woodhouse, J. P., ;to have them removed, but he did not 
accede to the proposal ; witness soon after went home ; no stones were thrown at that time ; 
crowd was very large ; witness did not know the occasion of the police being first called 
out ; does not know of any society to prosecute Captain Brennan, and has not subscribed 
to any such. 



8. Mr. Thomas Sinnamon.— About five, saw some appearance of riot about Devlin’s; soon 
after that saw the police passing up; a few men; Captain Brennan not with them; they 
went into Devlin’s, six or eight, not then marching in order. Soon after this, Mr. Joyce 
said there would be bad work, and wished witness to go and interfere; witness could not 
go at that moment; others came and pressed him ; came again. Looked out, and saw the 
police near the pump, drawn up; soon after witness did go „p, and found them near Mr 
Paul’s. Witness spoke to Captain Brennan; saw him strike the people— several ; could 
not prevent him striking; then went away; saw him strike others after ho remonstrated ; 
struck men across the face, who had not shouted in witness’s presence. Captain Brennan 
was intoxicated ; this was the manner witness left him; this was about six ; did not say to 
Captain Brennan that be was intoxicated ; witness then went home, and saw nc .more till 

the police were coming down near Atkin’s. Saw Mr. Woodhouse, Mr. 7, Mr. Fisher, 

and Mr. J. Woodhouse; Mr. Woodhouse requested witness to get the crowd to go away ; 
witness said, if Captain Brennan would quit striking them, that he was confident all would 
be quiet. When witness and Fisher, and the other gentlemen went to them, they shouted 
“ Silence !” Witness begged them not to disgrace the town by attacking the police ; they 
said they would do anything they bid them, but complained of Captain Brennan s abuse 
One man was bleeding (thinks Magee) ; witness and his friends succeeded in getting them 
up as far as the pump, when some called out, " He is again striking them ! and t>e™hrf 
past witness and returned into the street ; witness followed, and spoke to Captain Brennan 
to desist j liis son did the same ; applied to M r. Woodhouse to take away toaptam Brennan, 
observing, ■' Yon see the condition Captain Brennan was in, and how he is behavmg 
mentioned intoxication ; Mr. Woodhouse replied, * He wished lie was away; bo h speed 
that all might then ho settled. Some boy began to play a fife, but witness and his friends 
stopped him; he played a party tune; the mob took a man on then shoulders, and ueie 
going to chair hini Air. vfoodhouse seized a man, and the flung was Hoiydjyiqgw. 
and his friends. Mr. Woodhouse said, if they would not be quiet he would fire on them. 
Mr. Woodhouse then asked Captain Brennan about blanknartridge^ Captaiu “!* 

he had none ; " Then if you are pressed to fire, fire over their heads. The little WU 

shouted V.rner!” Captain Brennan ran after them, and struck any person 
struck persons who had not shouted. Police at this time were drawn up m front o Atoms, 
shunted sometimes “ Yon pig-'dn.er !" and "Papist Brennan!” nmn»g.wj» J^LeS 
Witness staid till after the Riot. Act was read ; before he left them; saw Mp Woodh™ g 
into the gateway, saying he would clear the gateway, wherein there was a great c to vd on 
the left. When Mr. Woodhouse wok in the gateway, Captain Brenm p Aj ta hM them « 
the stick, and struck R. Bullock on the head, and Sannderson W J "“J 
advised Captain Brennan to remove the men, and said, As soon as ^ 

they may throw stones;” he. swore if they threw stones he would throw baU-cartrid^e at 

258. A 4 
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them. Witness had not at that time seen or heard any stone thrown ; balls struck witness’s 
house; produces some balls; some struck within two or three feet of the ground ; saw the 
marks; one went into the parlour window. Did not say to Captain Brennan that he was 
intoxicated. Witness came out when the shots were fired, and saw t.hc police march away. 
Crowd were shouting in a riotous manner; some men very angry ; saw the flash of. the guns; 
some were fired up, and others level ; thinks more were fired up in the air than level ; all the 
men did not. fire; about eight or ten distinct shots. Admits he wrote a letter to Mr. 

[This name is illegible in the original j proposing to him to assist ill conducting 

an investigation into the conduct of the police. Produces it. 

8. Thomas A. Shillinglon.— Saw the police with fixed bayonets at Devlin’s ; saw symptoms 
which alarmed him. Populace were fixed on one spot near Devlin’s door, and shouting 
occasionally “ Verner for ever!” Witness was in Marleys shop when he heard the shot; 
came out and saw the last shot; it was fired high enough to go over the houses. 

10. William Joyce.— Saw the police about six o’clock drawn up opposite Devlin’s door; 
Captain Brennan was beating the people with a stick; crowd were shouting “ Verner! and 
to hell with the Pope!” afterwards heard, “ Papist Brennan V Captain .Brennan ran after 
them, struck them, and returned to his men; sometimes he got surrounded by the crowd, 
and the police were obliged to open a way with their bayonets to get him out again; 
thought the people would throw stones, and went to Mr. Woodhouse; heard he had gone 
up, and therefore returned, and stopped again at Mr. Paul’s door; saw Mr. Paul go into 
the crowd and followed him, and endeavoured to keep the people back; they were pressing 
forward; spoke to Serjeant Johnstone to get the men down to the barrack; Johnstone 
referred him to the Captain ; witness spoke to Captain Brennan, and said there would be 
bad work if they were not taken down to the barrack. Spoke also to Mr. Woodhouse to the 
same effect, and to Captain Brennan’s son. After some time Mr. Woodhouse called out 
“ Clear the way! ’’and the men were marched off. Witness remained behind, endeavouring 
to keep the people from following them ; saw one stone thrown, but it fell short. Had heard 
the police were loaded with ball; was afraid they would fire when the stone was thrown, as 
Mr. Woodhouse had threatened lie would fire ; ran to the spot from whence the stone came 
and seized a man, and said, “ Are you going to get the people all shot?” The man broke 
away ; witness followed him, and insisted he should tell who threw the stone ; ascertained 
the name of the man he followed. The police then drew up opposite the inn, and witness 
came down to them. Saw Mr. J. Woodhouse come up with a book ; a candle was brought 
out to read the Act. A fife was playing on the opposite side, with a crowd walking to the 
music; did not stay to hear the Act read; heard stones falling and glass breaking before 
the shots were fired. Had seen Mr. Sinnamon often in the evening; went to Mr. Sinnamon's 
house between six and seven, and said he. feared bad work; thought the people would 
throw stones, and the police would fire. The people were incensed against Mr. Brennan 
for striking them. Captain Brennan came here in November; saw him strike them; never 
saw him strike any person till that day ; cannot say he was intoxicated. 

11. Meredyth M‘ Shane. — Met Captain Brennan coming into town; after the police had 
stood at Devlin’s, the mob gathered very strong about them ; heard several say “ Take to 
the stones and put down Brennan out of the road shouting “ Verner !” 8cc. repeatedly; 
saw procession, with a mau chairing and playing party tunes, Boyne Water, &c. from 
Wood’s Corner down to Overend’s and back again, about 30 or 40 perches. The man who 
was carried played the fife ; left the street then; was not there when the Act was read; 
Hector Saunder son was near witness when he heard them say take to the stones. Captain 
Brennan endeavoured to keep the people off with a stick ; did not see him strike any 
person; saw Mr. Paul and Mr. Sinnamon seeking to make Captain Brenmui take away the 
men ; did not appear to be in liquor. 

12. J)r. John Dixon. — Attended Nicholson, who had received musket wound 

in the knee; extracted the ball after amputation; it was a carbine ball; thinks the ball 
struck the knee nearly horizontally; amputation was necessary to prevent a fatal haemorrhage. 
Had been in the shop of surgeon Robinson, and went to Sinnamon’s door immediately before 
the firing; stood in the halBdoor; there was much excitement in the street at the time; 
persons were crying out “Verner for ever!” 2 tc. Police were drawn up in front of the 
town ; the crowd at the opposite side. It was almost dark, past seven, near eight; thinks 
the police were resting their firelocks on their haunches. Immediately after heard shot fired, 
and then a second, and then eight or 10 in succession; thought it was blank cartridge; 
crowd pressed towards the door, and witness shut it; soon heard that a man was shot; 
with great difficulty stopped the bleeding, and amputated his limb to save his life. 

13. Joseph Whitelpck. Was here on 31st March ; was struck by something in the knee; 
was standing at Mr. Simmons’s low window, next Dr. Robinson’s; saw the police at the 
opposite side of the street; heard shouts before he was struck, and some after he was 
struck; did not see any stone thrown, nor hear any order to fire ; mob were shouting. 

14. Rickard ATNamara,.— W.as near Nicholson when he was shot; does not know exactly 
the place where he was shot; saw the police charging the people away after the fight near 
the pump, about half-past six ; saw Captain Brennan beating the people away with his 
ptick ; struck them across the face. Mob were shouting « Verner for ever 1 ” was afraid of 
Captain Brennan ; he damned then! to be gone ; they made no answer ; there was no mob 
n,ear the police when they fired; only saw one stone thrown ; when the police loaded, the 

mob 
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mob dispersed, except those who went behind them ; some of those went close in the rear 
of them ; heard noise of glass breaking before the shots. 

15. Richard Waison . — Mob shouted “ Verner !” and Captain, Brennan shouted “ Brown- 
low ! ’ saw him strike a man’s hat off ; shouted 0 Brownlow 1 ” two or three times. 



16. James O' Hanlon. 10 April 1834. 

County of Armagh, "I THE information of James O’Hanlon, merchant of Portadown, taken 
to wit. J before the undersigned magistrates : 

Informant being duly sworn, saith, he resided in Portadown, and keeps a shop there • 
saith, he recollects 31st. March last ; there was a fair held in Portadown on that day Saith 
Owen Devlin occupied the house next adjoining informant’s house ; saith, that Owen Devlin 
is an innkeeper; saith, that between the hours of five and six o’clock, on the evening of 
said day, he observed a crowd of people rushing into the house of said Owen Devlin in 
a furious and tumultuous manner; saith, that from the numbers of people rushing in, 
informant apprehended some damage would be done to Devlin’s house. Saith, that in con- 
sequence of some apprehension, informant sent a boy to bring the police, and the police 
not coming immediately, informant went himself for the police, and brought them to 
Devlin’s house; the police cleared the people out. Informant further saith, that about an 
hour afterwards he observed a crowd running after a man wanting his hat ; and saith, that 
soon afterwards he saw the police in the street; saith, the crowd collected round die police, 
and were behaving in a veiy riotous manner, shouting and making a great noise, and appeared 
to be pressing in on the police. Saith, that when the police had moved farther down, and 
were nearly opposite informant’s door, he saw Mr. Woodhouse, the magistrate, with the 
police ; he was occupied in endeavouring to persuade' the people to disperse and go home; 
but they would not, and the riot rather increased. Saith the police then moved down 
further, nearly opposite the inn door; and saith, that after the shots were fired, about 
a quarter of an hour, a boy standing at informant’s door was struck with a stone, and that 
before the firing, when informant went towards the inn, he saw stones throwing at the 
police ; the riot was then very alarming. Saith, that he saw Richard Bullock amongst the 
rioters. Saith, he saw the said Mr. Woodhouse, the magistrate, following into a gateway 
said Richard Bullock, as informant believes, for the purpose of arresting him ; saith, said 
Richard Bullock escaped into a lane leading from said gateway. • Saith, that about seven 
o’clock he was present when proclamation was made from the Riot Act ; saith, that the 
crowd did. not thereupon disperse, but the disturbance still continued. Saith, informant 
returned to his own house at the time, but lie heard the report of the firing. Saith, that 
about an hour afterwards said Devlin came running up to informant, said that his house 
was a-wrecking. Saith, that he went into Devlin’s house ; that he saw a riotous mob in the 
street; that ho saw Mr. Woodhouse, the magistrate, there, with the chief constable and 
the police ; the riot was very alarming ; at this time a shower of stones was sent towards 
Devlin's house, thrown by the mob. Informant saw several persons standing about Devlin’s 
door struck with the stones 5 saw several of the police constables struck at that time with 
stones; saw the eldest son of Mr. Brennan, the chief constable, struck with a stone; 
he received a very small blow. Informant saith, that at this time the police called Out, 
Were they to be kept there to be murdered, as the stones were coming so thick on them. 
Saith, that shortly afterwards he went into John M'Donell’s house, and when there, a very 
large stone was thrown through the window of the room" he was in, which struck a table 
at which informant was sitting. Saith, that shortly afterwards said M'Donell and informant 
went out into the street, which then presented a very alarming appearance, from the crowds 
of persons assembled, and their gesture and manner. Saith, that about ten o’clock of the 
same night he was sitting in his own drawing-room, which is on the second story, when 
his house was attacked and two stones were thrown in through the window. Saith, he 
thereupon went out into the street, and saw a considerable number of persons assembled 
near his house. Saith, he went to the police barrack to apply for protection, and was told 
by the police serjeant that the police could not go out ; saith, that he then returned to his 
.own house, and saw some men still there ; he went out to them to see who they were, and 
afterwards went towards his own gateway, and was followed by three or four men, who 
jostled informant, and one of them offered to strike informant. Informant then wont towards 
his own door, and before ho got in, several stones were thrown after him. 

Sworn before me this' 5th day of April 1834, • 

J. M. Hill, 

Wrn. Johii Hamah. 

Informant acknowledged himself to be indebted unto our Sovereign Lord thb Kind' ift 
the sum of 5 Ol., conditioned that he will attend at the next or any other, assizes, to be held 
in and for said bounty, to prosecute. J as - O’Hanlon . 

The information of the witness previously taken was read over to him, and he has sworn 
to it. •*.<?;* - 

Saw several persons endeavouring . to keep the mob quiet; saw Mr. Paul, Mr.- Wood- 
house, Mr. Overerid and Mr. Fisher, and also Captain Brennan, Mr. Woodhouse said the 
police Would be obliged to fite, and. Captain Brennati said that should be the last resource. 
This Was near Devlin’s house; one policeman was obliged to push off a man with his 
• 458. b firelock, 
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firelock, who had rushed in on Captain Brennan; Captain Brennan used his switch in 
endeavouring to keep off the crowd. Witness cannot say that the tumult that evening 
was encouraged by any person in trade in Portadown. 



17. Thomas Atkyn. 

County of Armagh,! THE information of Thomas Atkyn. of Portadown in said county, taken 

to wit. J before the undersigned magistrates ; . 

This informant having been duly sworn and examined on his oath, saith, that he recollects 
the evening of Monday the 31st day of March last past. Saw the police halted belore the 
inn door; saw a mob on the left of the police, ana one in front of the police; heard the 
above-mentioned mobs shouting and groaning and behaving in a most riotous and tumul- 
tuous mauner. Saw Captain Brennan using the utmost exertion to disperse the mob on the 
left of the police ; that afterwards stones were thrown, with one of which informant was 
struck on the shoulder ; heard the windows of the inn being broken ; was not present at 
the firing. 

Sworn before us, this nth day of April 1834, 

William John Hannah. 

J. M. Hill. 

Witness’ information was read to him, and sworn. 

Witness was standing on the left of the police, when he was struck by a stone which 
came from the mob in front. Witness’ back was towards the mob. Soon after being struck, 
witness came into his house (the inn) and in four or five minutes heard the shots ; only one 
pane of glass was broken; heard many stones strike the walls of the house. When witness 
went out in the street, heard no order to fire; conversed with Captain Brennan while the 
police were in front of the house; Captain Brennan said there would be no bad consequences. 
Captain Brenan was excited, but in witness’ opinion was not tipsy. Mr. Fisher said lie 
could send the mob home in 15 minutes. Witness urged him to do so, but got no reply. 
Witness thought it was beyond his power ; does not recollect that Mr. Fisher said the 
police being removed would quief everything. Was a little surprised at hearing the shots ; 
thought it must be blank cartridge. 



18. Curran Wooclhouse, Esq., J. P. — Was told while at dinner, by Captain Brennan’s son, 
that Owen Devlin’s house was wrecking; went up and found the police with fixed bayonots, 
and the mob very angry; some hundreds about the police, opposite Devlin's house. Wit- 
ness used every means, with others, to prevent a conflict, by argument addressed to the mob, 
and threatened them ; was joined in those efforts by Messrs. Paul, Ovcrend, Fisher, See., 
without effect. Witness then advised Captain Brennan to march his men to the inn door, 
and form with their back to the wall, to prevent their being surrounded. Witness thought 
that movement necessary for the safety of the police, by reason of the angry appearance of 
the mob. When the police were formed at the inn, stones were thrown at them ; witness 
heard the stones against the walls, and was struck by one himBelf ; after this, in a short 
time, witness’ son suggested reading the Riot Act, which was desired to be done, llis son 
got the Act and a candle, but the noise was so great, that it would not be heard. It was 
read, however, but the stones continued to be thrown. Captain Brennan used some strong 
expression, were they to stay to be murdered, without orders to fire ? or words to that 
effect. Witness replied, “ If you fire at all, fire blank at the time, witness believed the 
arms were loaded with ball, as witness now knows. Captain Brennan replied, he had no blank 
cartridge ; witness replied, “ If you fire at all, take care to fire in the air Captain Brennan 
replied he would not, or some strong expression. Witness then went into the gateway to 
clear it of persons who were crowding into it. Witness did this as a matter of precaution, 
and the entry was cleared, except of one man, who was drunk. While in the act of clearing 
the gateway, witness heard the shots, about five or ten minutes after leaving Captain Bren- 
nan ; was surprised to hear the shots at the time, not knowing what orders they had got. 
It struck witness they had fired without orders, on being struck by some Btoncs. Next flay 
witness mentioned to Captain Brennan, that he thought his men had fired without orders ; 
he answered, " Not they, by God ! I gave them distinct orders to fire in the air.” On hearing 
the shots, witness came out and found the police marching off to the barrack ; crowd ap- 
peared to disperse a good deal; did not follow the police much, nor was the shouting so 
great as before; saw no more stones thrown; went to his son’s house, and found him 
wounded by a stone. Soon after another messenger came for witness, saying Devlin’s house 
was again attacked. Went to the barrack for the police, and received answer that Captain 
Brennan would not come without orders. Witness then sent to say that he was waiting for 
Captain Brennan, who then came with the men. Witness went with them to Devlin’s? but 
found the people had left it. Witness ordered a guard to be left at Devlin’s, and returned 
to his son s house. Captain Brennan was excited, but did not appear to witness to be 
drunk ; witness s impression is, that he was sober. His manner is particular to a stranger, 
and might appear to be the efiects of drink. Witness thought it would not have been right 
to send the police to the barrack when the mob was in the street, though he sent them up 
to the house for their safety; was influenced by the conduct of the crowd: does not ri- 
collect haying said he wished the police were in their barrack ; he might hare said so, 
tnougn his opinion was, that he could not properly send them away. 

19. William Fisher. Monday, 3 lit, was here ; saw fight at half-past five, near the pump ; 
two men were fighting; saw the police coming Up, on which the 'crowd about the fight 
dispersed : one man cried out “ Verner !” Captain Brennan left his party, and struck a man 
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near where Hie voice came from ; others repeated the word “ Verner !” Captain Brennan 
went into the crowd and struck another man. He came back and ordered the men to form 
front, and they faced down towards the bridge. again called, and Captain Brennan 

struck sonic others. The policemen were perfectly quiet and moderate; no person for 
a long time broke the peace, except Captain Brennan; at this time there was neither 
huzzaing no shouting. The word “ Verner !’’ was not in the way of a shout. From Captain 
Brennan taking it ill, thinks the word “Verner!” was addressed to him, but it was still 
repeated. At this time Mr. Woodhouse and Mr. Paul came up, and witness requested the 
crowd to be quiet, for God’s sake. They replied, " Look at the way we are treated !” Captain 
Brennan then struck the people again without any provocation whatever, or shouting, or 
stones-throwing ; ho got into the crowd, who closed on him; the men then charged with 
their bayonets, and brought him out, but nobody was hurt; police then moved further down 
to the inn, by direction of Mr. Woodhouse, to form. During this time witness neither 
saw nor heard stones. When they had formed, there was a great crowd near the centre of 
the road, and a few boys occasionally came in towards the police, complaining of their treat- 
ment by Captain Brennan ; they rushed in ; witness was struck twice by Captain Brennan, 
when saving men. Witness went to Captain Brennan and Mr. W oodhouse, and said, “ For 
God’s sake take these men to the barracks.” Captain Brennan refused; Mr. Woodhouse 
was trving to keep the mob back ; witness and his friends undertook to keep the town 
quiet. ' Mr. Woodhouse repeatedly said, if they would not disperse, he would order the men 
to fire. The people did not believe him, because such a thing had never happened here : at 
this time the stones were throwing; the men loaded opposite their door, because he saw 
some of the men running down. — [Note : Mr. Woodhouse here stated that the men loaded 
opposite Mr. Paul’s door before they came to the inn.] — Saw the candle when the Riot Act 
was read; heard part of it; there was great noise, and stones were throwing. Mr. John 
Woodhouse was struck’; heard so next morning. Mr. Woodhouse went in to clear the 
gateway ; witness was a little behind him, on the left of the men, when some of the police 
recovered their arms, and others rested them on their henches; those who recovered, fired 
up in the air, and saw some of the other pieces on the henclies go off also ; heard no order 
given to fire ; the men then marched to the barrack, and witness went home. At the time 
of the firing witness did not see Captain Brennan; next morning met Captain Brennan, 
who thanked witness for his friendship and kindness he had shown him last evening ; witness 
replied, but said he was not obliged to him for his conduct. Did not hear Captain Brennan 
call “ Brownlow !” Witness will not say Captain Brennan was tipsy; Captain Brennan 
used his stick injudiciously, but perhaps with a good motive. 



20. Thomas Dilwartk — Was in the town on Easter Monday, at the fair; lives one mile 

and a half away. Captain Brennan struck witness near the barrack, about seven o’clock, 
with a small stick or switch; struck on the head three times ; went to his bed in the town 
in consequence of the blows. Witness was doing nothing; the people about him were not 
shouting ; they were talking loud ; did not hear the call of ; did not call that 

himself; Captain Brennan did not anything that witness recollects ; struck another boy, 
and desired him to go home; the three other blows all at the same time. He struck the 
other boy first, and desired him to go home and then struck witness. Witness left him ; 
was much hurt ; hat was on ; not cut ; lump on his head ; had no business m the town ; 
was in the' street opposite Devlin’s house, when he saw the stir; did stop opposite the door 
a few minutes. Police came up while witness was opposite the door. It was near the 
police barrack witness was struck; had been in the street all the time, from the time he 
was at Devlin’s till he waB struck. Witness swears it is not a fair question to ask him, 
whether there was a noise or not ; will not swear ; left the street soon after seven ; saw one 
stone thrown when the police were coming down the street towards the inn ; cannot say 
whether it was thrown at the police ; did not hear any windows broke. The man who threw 
the stone was not near witness ; cannot say there was any noise ; was prevented from work 
for two days by the abuse he got; cannot say why be did not complain to a magistrate, or 
get advice from a doctor. Head was quite light ; could not stand after he got it ; walked 
home that night; did not complain till now; does not know whether there was any fight 
before. 

21. John M‘ Connell. — Was at the fair; five o’clock;, some boys fought about matters. 
Captain Brennan came up and struck a man across the face with a switch ; cannot say what 
he said; Captain Brennan was alone ; thought he struck the man for interfering; another 
man took this man away. There was no crowd or noise. 



22. Samuel Neal— Was in the cow-fair, near the barrack; a boy showed him his cbm 
cut (Magee). Witness pulled the stick, one inch and a half long, out of his chin : came out 
from ; saw Captain Brennan striking several men with stick ; struck witness ; 

Mr. J. O’Reilly also struck witness, and knocked off his hat with stick ; Captain. Brennan 
danced on the hat, and then kicked it away. Witness got out of the crowd, and saw Captain 
Brennan striking other respectable-looking people; this was near six o dofikd was 
noise; heard shouting, “Verner!” and “Brownlow! and “To hell with the be SS a * • , 
No riot, except the boys shouting at Captain Brennan’s behaviour. Witness was summonea 
here ; there was loo people in the street ; staid till the shots were fired;. .was at Armstiong s 
door when the shots were fired ; neither heard or seen any stone thrown, or window nroKe, 
cannot say whether Captain Brennan was drunk or sober; Captain Brennan desired mm 
to be|one when he struck him. • 23. William 
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m. Wiitiam’ Magee. — About six o’clock Captain Brennan Hi! striking two boys, rad 
witness asked him why he struck the boys, and then he struck w.tness twice and then 
poshed the stick into his chin ; put no plaster to it; went to Mr. Woodhonse that evening, 
but be was not at home. 



24. John Lewis. — Was standing near the police barrack, and Captain Brennan struck 
witness; half-past five; no noise at the time; Captain Brennan took a bayonet from a police- 
man, and stabbed at witness ; witness threw up his hand, and was stabbed in the finger; 
witness ran away; Captain Brennan said nothing; had not his uniform; got a sticking 
plaster ; did not go to a doctor, or complain to a magistrate ; was summoned hero ; lives m 
Cara, three miles off; there was no fighting going on at the timo. 

55. John Smyth. — Witness was in the town ; police were opposite to the door ; crowd in 
the street ; Captain Brennan struck witness with a stick on the shoulders ; said nothi ng about 
clearing the street, or dispersing the crowd. Soon after the crowd were shouting “ 1 olice! * 
said they would fire; was in Edgar’s when the shots were fired; Mr. Woodhouse tried to 
keep the peace; Captain Brennan struck other persons. 

26. Francis Wolsey.—Ab out six o’clock Captain Brennan struck witness twice with 
stick, near O’ Hanlon’s door; there was crowd and noise; Captain Brennan cursed him for 
a rascal, to he off aud disperse. The police were near at the time ; the cheering was round the 
police ; saw no stones thrown that night. 

27. William ikfarttw.— Half-past six, near the pump, Captain Brennan struck witness three 
times; cut his hat; ordered witness to go away; police seized witness; Mr. Woodhouse 
liberated him. There was no riot ; heard a noise through the crowd, and shouting ; people 
complained of Captain Brennan. 

28. James [name illegible.]— -Saw people and confusion; hoys playing marbles ; Captain 
Brennan struck one, and pushed his stick into the boy’s chin ; 20 minutes after this, near 
the pump, saw a policeman strike a man with his gun; Captain Brennan was near when 
the policeman struck the man on the breast; Captain Brennan struck Martin ; saw no stones 
thrown. 



29. Stewart Fisher. — Saw Captain Brennan strike several people with stick ; people were 

shouting after the striking ; saw Captain Brennan run out 20 yards and strike 

a man opposite Devlin's door: 20 minutes before firing, Serjeant Johnstone applied to 
witness to get Captain Brennan to march the men away, saying that nothing would occur; 
witness thought -it would be to no purpose, as Captain Brennan was so enraged. Next 
evening, five o’clock, Captain Brennan said that Sinnamon was the man they might thank 
for all ; said the next time he would fire volley after volley, and damned his soul. “ I repeat 
it;” cannot say he was tipsy on Monday evening. The town is always crowded on Easter 
Monday, and there is generally some scuffle, of no importance. Stones were thrown ; two 
passed into the windows while witness was there. 

30. John Walsh. — §>ix o’clock, saw two boys quarrelling; Captain Brennan came stag- 
gering, and struck the boys ; another interfered, and he struck him, and pushed a stick into 
his chin; 20 minutes after this, Captain Brennan struck witness near M'Donell’s; police 
were then drawn up, but not when he struck the little boys ; witness was passing through the 
crowd ; they were then shouting “ Verner !” and others shouting “ Brownlow !” Saw Captain 
Brennan also strike others; witness smelt spirits when Captain Brennan was near him. 

31. Henry Worrall. — Saw a crowd and went into it; police began to chase with their 
bayonets; crowd quiet and tranquil; crowd returned. A policeman struck a man in the 
breast with his gun ; said they would make prisoners, and then witness returned. Captain 
Brennan had a frock coat and round hat. 



32. Rev. William Doran, the Presbyterian clergyman, to give his testimony. — About 

seven o’clock, in his own house, near the church, heard noise in the town, and fearing a 
serious fray, went down the town. Saw nothing unusual on Easter Monday ; heard shouts 
of “Verner!” by persons moving about in the street. This did not surprise witnesses 
“ Verner” and “ Brownlow” are common words in Portadown ; but being aware of what had 
occurred in the early part of the day opposite the inn, was quite astonished to see the police 
drawn up in order on the footway at the inn door ; saw many people on the left of the 
police; thought if the police were removed, the people would have dispersed, because the 
mere appearance of the police attracts a crowd. Saw Mr. Woodhouse exert himself to 
disperse the crowd ; saw Captain Brennan, and requested to speak privately to him, to 
which he assented immediately. Witness entreated him to remove the police into the 
barrack, as witness thought it would produce peace. He said he would not, as he knew his 
duty, and immediately proceeded towards the police. Witness saw several stones fall near 
the feet of the police, and afterwards heard Mr. John Woodhouse, in presence of his father, 
read the Riot Act. Witness then returned into the inn ; while there, heard sound as if glass 
breaking by external force ; he a few minutes afterwards heard several successive shots, and 
saw the flashes through the window. Saw the police go down towards the barrack, and 
fearing that the irritation from the firing might be followed by bad consequences, witness 
followed the. police to the barrack. There were but few persons between the inn and the 
barrack, and these were peaceable. Went into the barrack, and saw the police in apparent 
confusion; heard them ordered-to be provided with ball cartridge, by a serieant. Captain 
Brennan ordered them to two men to each window in the barrack ; went up to the lobby 

• with 
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with Captain Brennan; at the window two or three men were placed. Captain Brennan 
was at the window ; witness wished him to withdraw, as his appearance might irritate the 
people ; he remained, and directed the attention of the men at the window and witness to 
a house opposite (Thomas Dawson’s), stating that there was a party making up there to 
attack the barrack. Witness implored him, if necessary to fire, to fire over the houses ; he 
answered, if he fired again, he would fire into the midst of them. Witness entreated him 
not to fire till witness went to to see what was doing ; going down stairs, 

witness met a policeman, whom he asked if his gun was loaded with bali ; said it was. Ac- 
companied by Mr. Stewart Fisher, witness went to Mr. Dawson’s house; found there about 
six persons outside the door ; went in ; Mrs. Dawson was at the bar. Her husband she said, 
was in Armagh ; mentioned what had occurred in the barrack, and requested her to cause 
the house to be cleared ; she declined, as they were quiet; prevailed on her to shut her 
shutters. Went to Dr. Robinson’s, and saw the wounded man at his lodgings. Did not 
know the religion of the wounded man ; next morning a collection was made for him ; went 
with Mr. Sinnamon to collect for him ; -went into Catholic and Protestant houses, and 
received from both. Cannot say Captain Brennan was affected by liquor,, though intoxi- 
cated. " 

33. Catherine Stewart. — Lives at Mrs. Hamilton’s house; on Easter Monday, after the 
firing, heard the mob say “ Go up to Owen Devlin’s, and you will get something to do;” 
and said, all they were sohy for was, that they did not take, the guns. Two panes were 

broken ; when witness knocked at the door, Mr. let her in, about three minutes before 

the shots. 

34. John. Robinson, surgeon.— Produces the jciint and the ball in it ; some shots struck 
witness’ house ; was in the shop ; six or seven shots left marks, including the two wounded 

gg. — Wright. — Saw the policemen strike a man in the crowd : policeman is David 

Roche. There was a noise and shouting ; crowd not pressing on the police at the time. 

36. Henry Atkin. — Shut the door when the stones were thrown. _ Captain Brennan came 
in some time before the firing, and asked for a stick; witness said he had none; asked 
afterwards for a candle. Did not examine Captain Brennan ; does not think he was drunk 
or affected by liquor. 



DEFENCE. 

A— 37, Patrick Fear on. —Was here on Monday evening ; was struck in the street, and 
was fightinw ; they were separated ; same boy came again, Thomas Thornton, and gathered 
a mob! and told them witness was to fight him; struck witness again; knocked witness 
down: mob gathered round him: “ Rill him, he 1 b a Papist!” ran away ; called tlnet, 
pickpocket:” a gentleman said he was no pickpocket. Ran up to Gallagher s and got m ; 
mob stood in the street ; came out without his hat, and went to John M‘ Donnell s, and stood 
there till after the firing. Got out at the back of Gallagher’s house, and went into the back 
of M'Donnell’s. Lives at Derryvale ; is a weaver. 

(2. Defence.)— 38. Patrick Gawry.— Was at Gallagher’s ; went out after a girl ; saw a 
crowd ; heard a man say, “ There he is ; hail him a man struck him with his fist, and the 
crowd fell on him ; they called, " Orange Portadown and Bally worhan ! Some men pulled 
witness from among the crowd Gallagher’s ; went from that to Owen Devlin s, and 

got in there ; while there, a stone knocked in the window ; this was after the firing. When 
going home, was obliged to go round. 

. (o. Defence.)— 38. Charles M'Cormick.— Saw the police coming up to Owen Devlin’s 
about five; they had fixed bayonets; they went from that to Gallaghers; a boy that was 
chased went into Gallagher’s ; his name was Fearon; his hat was off; drew up opposite 
Gallagher’s: the serieant made them stand with fixed bayonets; after that they marched 
down towards the inn. Witness then went into Owen Devlm s, and saw no more till near 
evening. . Witness when coming down was obliged to go into Dr. Walker e (gateway. The 
mob were then opposite the police, throwing stones as hard as they could. Saw Patrick 
Murphy struck in the ranks, and obliged to leave the rank ; was shot in the leg; vollies of 
stones continued for 15 minutes; mob was shouting, ‘‘Papist Brennan, and to hell with the 
Pope l” Party tune was playing when Fearon was chased; heard glass rattling, thinks m 
the inn. Stood in the gateway till the shots were fired. Saw Mr. Woodhouse in front of 
the police, and his son; heard the voice reading the Act ; the noise was then great. Cap- 
tain Brennan was near the police; saw the flash and heard theshotsjgot away to his 
lodgings. After the shots heard a man out of the mob cry out Papist Brenuan and 
that they would beat the police. Three or four hundred people opposite the police #1 the 
stones ire thrown; vollies of them were j thrown ; the stone-throwing 
go into the gateway. The police marched away after the firing, about five minutes, the 
crowd followed them to the barrack; some stragglers but at the n g&|o f 
stood opposite Mr. Sinnamon. Never was so much violence 011 Easter Monday before, 
from four to five o’clock party tunes were playing. Did not see Captain Brennan strike 

any person ; saw no appearance of drink on Captain Brennan. 

258. cs (4, Defence.) 
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(4 -DrfmM.V-30. Bern Jtom-Saw a party opposite Esher's Police were in a square, 
a crowd round ’them; police had fixed bayonets ; some bfroto 
and shouting ; said they could beat all the black belts m the town. . t oss saw Irree 
stones thrown at the police ; saw another thrown, and thou came away , went to Mailey s, 
and then heard the shots. 

40. John Tawny. — Came out of Gallagher’s , crowd round police, cheering ami shouting; 
wished lo act away; wont towards Fisher’s; a win threw a slioit stick towards Captain 
Brennan, and said, " To hell with you, Ballyworhau !” came on towards I aul » door; saw 
stones fall; came to Dr. Robinson’s; the police formed near tile mil door ; mob was cheering 
and shouting; man mounted on shoulders ; came away ; fife played up the street; cheered 
and shouted “ Verner for ever !” 

41. Charles Call.— Saw police and Captain Brennan, and the crowd rushing in upon 
them ; saw Mr. Woodbouse trying to pacify. Captain Brennan struck some who were crusty, 
and pushed others with his hands; Captain Brennan marched the men towards the mu; 
mob continued to cheer “ Away with the pig-drivers . saw no stones tin own. 



Third Day. — April 1-2. 

43. William Grew. — Was at Devlin’s house in the evening of the 31st March ; stones came 
in at the windows about eight or nine in the evening, after the firing. Witness had heard 
the shots; Devlin sent witness for the police; Captain Brennan refused, unless witness 
would go for Mr. Woodhouse; witness went, and Mr. Woodhouse desired witness to order 
Captain Brennan to bring all his strength with him ; witness went, and the police came 
with Captain Brennan up to Devlin’s door, and drew up opposite the door; they were soon 
after beaten away. 

44. John Kenny. — Was at the fair, five o’clock, p. m.; saw a ruffianly mob, tlie worst lie 
bad seen for 20 years; saw them throwing stones neur the pump, on this side of it. 1, he 
police came up, and were standing in the street, near Owen Devlin’s ; Cnptaiu Brennan was 
with them ; a stone struck Captain Brennan on the shoulder ; the stones were thrown in the 
direction of the police from the crowd ; saw one man in particular come up close to Captain 
Brennan, and say, “ To hell with the Pope !” does not know that man; Captain Brennan 
advanced a step or two, and struck the man with a switch, on which voices called out, 
“ Knock him down .!” meaning Captain Brennan. The mob at this time were quite close 
to the police, but the densest mass was rather further off; the shouts continued, and the 
mob were restless. The police soon after moved up towards the church, and then crossed 
the street. Not long after then they came down towards the inn ; at the time Captain 
Brennan struck the man, the police had fixed bayonets, but were not at the charge. 

45. James Gilmore. — Saw the police at Devlin’s door, and stones wero thrown ; Captain 

Brennan was with them ; they were not long; they then came down to Atkin’s door ; heard 
stones striking the house; witness was standing beside the police ; did not see any person 
struck, nor any mischief; heard no glass broke at Atkin’s, but did at Devlin’s. The street 
was full of people in front of the police. The stones came across the street, and hit the 
house. Crowd were shouting for Papists, “Papist Brennan!” those words were repeated 
often. This continued half an hour altogether, including what happened at Devlin’s ; saw 
Captain Brennan striking them with a stick, and desiring them to stand back and keep off; 
he thought they were too near them. When he struck them it made them angry ; saw Mr. 
Woodhouse standing behind the police; he said to the mob that if they would not settle, 
he would make the police fire at them; saw some decent-looking men trying to keep the 
mob quiet. Does not know any of their names ; was at some distance ; saw the shots fired ; 
was standing on the light of the police at that time. Heard Captain. Brennan order the 
men to fire ; heard nothing but the word “ fire !” The noise was great around them, and 
among themselves ; they struck people who came too near them. The men did not fire for 
a minute or two after the word “ fire !” was pronounced by Captain Brennan. Did not hear 
Mr. Woodhouse say anything about firing at the time of 1 the shots ; he heard liim threaten 
to fire if the mob would not be quiet, but that was before the police drew up in front of 
Atkin’s door. Captain Brennan was behind the police, towards the left, when he said 
“ fire!” never said lie heard Mr. Woodhouse give orders to fire, only threatened. The police 
presented their pieces up over the men’s heads; the fire went upwards; fired one after 
another. The shots on the did not any going down ; this he saw, one 

going level ; heard shouts and cheering after the shots. The police stood ten minutes, or 
near it, after the shots ; then went down towards the barrack. The crowd did not follow 
them, but witness heard the shouting continue. Stones were thrown at the police after 
the shots. 

46. James Armstrong.— Saw the police standing opposite Atkin’s ; witness was coming 
down the street towards the police, and a stone struck the wall near witness ; another stone 
was thrown immediately after the first; thinks the stones came across the street from the 
crowd, who were making a great noise, shouting “ To hell with the Pope!” The noise was 
alarming and riotous; they said “ To hell- with Papist Brennan.” Witness went home, and 
saw nothing more. Heard the shots in about five minutes thought they were blank cart- 
ridge ; the mob ran in a very disorderly state. Had seen Captain Brennan in the early part 
: ot the evening; he was using every exertion, Jo keep the peace ; he was going through the 

crowd ; 
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crowd ; had a small rattan in his hand ; had no appearance of being affected by liquor; the 
bayonets were presented outwards when Captain Brennan used the rattan ; he was before 
the police, in front ; at onetime Captain Brennan got among the crowd, and the people were 
between the police and him. 

47. Thomas Murphy. — Was at Owen Devlin’s between five and six o’clock, and a man 
came in and said, “ Verner for ever !” said he could beat the Papist connexion. There were 
other persons in the house, who did not interfere ; but another came in with a number, and 
Btruck this man on the shoulder, saying, “ Who could you beat?” and tried to get forward 
up stairs ; Devlin would not let them up, and called upon people in the house to assist him. 
Witness and others assisted Devlin to keep them, and did so till the police came. Heard 
Devlin say to Henry M'Cahally, “ Go for the police!”’ they came in xo or 15 minutes; the 
policemen came in, and put out the men that were scuffling. Witness went up stairs and 
sat down in the front window ; saw the people shouting and cheering in the street, “ To hell 
with the Pope !” The crowd was very quiet; soon after then saw a number of people with 
a fife come in by the Armagh road ; they joined the other crowd ; saw Mr. Woodhouse and 
Captain Brennan keeping the people oft - , and trying to disperse them. The mob continued 
to cheer, and pushed towards Devliu’s door, as if to get in. Saw a man strike at Mr. 
Woodhouse ; Captain Brennan was trying to keep them off, with a stick in his hand ; heard 
a stone falling when the police were near Atkin’s. Captain Brennan was not in liquor; 
wore a round hat. 

48. Owen Laffen. — Saw a great crowd in a disturbed manner come in with a fife, about 
300 ; heard shouting and cheering ; apprehended danger from the appearance of the crowd ; 
saw men knocked down near Gallagher’s, three men ; does not know any of them; knocked 
down with hands; a wedding party had passed before. 

49. Patrick Loitghran . — Saw the gathering opposite the inn door, when the police were 

drawn up. Richard was cursing somebody for a pig-driver; he was standing 

between the gateway and Dr. ; Mr. John Woodhouse came to witness with a 

under his ami ; said “ To hell with the Pope and Papist Brennan !” 

witness turned round and saw some men in the gateway. Mr. J. Overend was ordering 
them to go home; a man jumped up and said he would not go, saying, “ To hell with the 
Pope and Papist Brennan!” Captain Brennan came to where Bullock was, opposite the 
gateway, and said, their time was soon up ; they would have to disperse. He then turned 
about and went down towards their right; witness waygoing down afterwards, and a stone 
came from where there was a party on the other side of the street, and broke a window ; 
a second stone came through another pane ; when witness was at the gateway next Dr. 
Walker’s the stones came as fast as they could fire them from the crowd. The shouts con- 
tinued as before, and “ Verner for ever !” Saw some of the police struck by stones. Mr. J. 
Woodhouse came acrosB the street with the book under his arm, and witness advised him 
to come in, or he would be struck by a stone ; he said he was wounded ; witness brought 
him into his own house, two doors below ; he was then bleeding from a blow of a stone ; 
sent witness for Dr. Walker, and got his head dressed. Dr. Walker sent witness for 
a sponge, and when he was at Mr. William Woodhouse had ho|d of a man, and said 

he was the cause of it all; the man resisted, and witness helped Mr. William Woodhouse, 
but he was rescued. Francis Saunderson said the man should not go ; witness went back 
with the sponge. When Captain Brennan said, “ Your time will soon be up,” the Riot Act 
had been read. Witness heard the shots as he was going with his master to his own house ; 
heard Mr. Woodhouse saying something, and among other words he said the word “fire!” 
hut there was a considerable time before the shots ; witness was then between the house 
and Dr. Lees ; Mr. Woodhouse was coming up from before the men, near the left flank, at 
the time he spoke the words. Witness did not expect the shots when he heard Mr. Wood-* 
house make use of the words; Bometime afterwards heard, the words “ present !” and “ fire!” 
cannot say by wbom • the words were on the left, witness was then on the right ; told, his 
brother he had heard the words “ present !” and “fire I” One of the policemen, Serjeant 
Johnstone, asked witness if he had heard the words “ present !” and “ fire !” witness said he 
would not tell him anything about it; he said he was not his confessor; the shots succeeded 
the words directly. 

50. John M‘ Garr. — Was waiter at Devlin’s house ; the stones thrown broke a glass in. 
witness’s hands; was chased by people with stones at 11 o’clock; saw a mob at half-past 
11, near the church ; they had firelocks; there were about 12 men; some had guns ; they 
swore they would have blood for blood. 

51 . Mary Anne Johnston.— Tuesday morning was sent on a message to Mr. Sinnamon ; 
heard him desire the people in the street to go and cheer Papist Brennan. Captain Brennan 
was in the street ; the mob did cheer him, and called him “ Papist Brennan. Witness told 
her mistress, Mrs. Maxley, same day; Mr. Darcy Sinnamon told Ins father not to raise 
any disturbance ; Miss Sinnamon desired Darcy Sinnamon to hold his tougue, and let is 
father alone. 

52. Darcy Sinnamo71.Sweo.rB he did not say to hiB father, “ Do not raise any disturbance 
in the townj” or use any words to that effpet, as sworn by Mary Anne Johnston. He neara, 
the crowd shouting “ Papist Brennan !” to Captain Brennan. * 

63 1 Timothy Larkin . — Saw a man struck by a policeman with his gun, near the. pump ; it 
was not Edward Roche ; this was before the firing. Roche was produced to this witness. 

258. 03. 54 * James 
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mnke'anv reolv ' Mr. Woodhouse was there; he ordered the people to disperse and retire; 
heard the Riot? Act read ; the people continued to throw the stones after the. Riot Act 
read - it was read by Mr. John Woodhouse, and the noise continued while it wos hi _ 
lead Mn WoodhoL told the people he was going to road the Act, and sen for it; it was 
four or five minutes alter this the shots were bred ; witness was at the lighted line, 



Captain Brennan was on the left, and also Mr. Woodhouse ; heard order to fire given by 
hl 7 Woodhouse immediately before the shots; Mr. Woodhouse then »tt round the left 
flank into the rear. Mr. Woodhouse had before ordered the men to lire, but Captain 
Brennan went in front, put up his hands, and stopped the firing, saying it was the last 
tWne he would risk. This was about two minutes before the second order. 1 he stones still 
continued Mr. Woodhouse bad, before the police loaded, asked Captain Brennan if they 
bad any 6 blank cartridge, and was told they had not; at the lime of the hum there was no 
order given as to the mode of fling; but when Mr. Woodhouse asked for blank cartridge, 
he said it was for the purpose of firing over their heads. Witness did not lire; tile greater 
proportion of the men fired up in the air ; the men held the pieces upwards, those wl.o were 
near witness at least. Did not see Captain Brennan when Mr. Woodhouse gave the second 
order to fire. Mr. Joyce and Mr. Fisher applied to witness to speak to Captain Brennan 
to take the police to the barrack ; witness told them he had done so ; Captain Brennan 
told witness to go to his ranks. In a lew minutes after the shots the police went to the 
barracks. The stones continued to he thrown, down as far as Mr. John Woodhouse s; 
witness also applied to Mr. Woodhouse to take the police to the barrack ; Mr. Woodhouse 
did not accede to the proposal. It was after witness spoke to, Captain Brennan that he 
spoke to Mr. Woodhouse; spoke to both separately. Bid not tell Mr. Woodhouse that he 
had before spoken to Captain Brennan; it was Captain Brennan ordered them to march to 
the barrack after the shots ; did not hear Mr. Woodhouse give any order for that purpose ; 
after the shots heard some ramrods ramming down, but did not hear any order given to 
load. Witness heard Captain Brennan say the magistrate could not deny having given 
the order to fire ; did not say anything about his having given the order himself. Witness 
was right of the line ;■ did not hear Captain Brennan, who was at the left, give any order 
to fire at all ; he might have ordered the men to fire up in the air. Witness cannot account 
for the firing up in the air, except from their wishing not to kill people ; witness presented 
his own piece up in the air, and snapped it; it did not go off. Witness thinks, from what 
he saw, that they might have marched to the barrack as easily before the shots as after- 
wards/ The firing had not the effect of clearing away the mob ; the police, when they got 
to the barrack, returned to their rooms, and were posted at the different windows as 
Sentries; hut before this, the party had been ordered out a second time, down to Devlin’s 
house. When the party came out from the barrack, no stones thrown at them, till they 
came down to Devlin’s ; at Devlin’s thinks the stones were thrown at them ; heard the 
stones striking Devlin’s house, but does not know of any of the party being struck. Captain 
Brennan and Mr. Woodhouse were both with them this time; stoocVonly a few minutes at 
Devlin’s, and then returned to the barrack ; on the way stones continued to bo thrown at 
them ; does not know of any of the men being Btruck ; when they returned, the police were 
placed at the windows ; some panes of glass were broken by stones, and several struck the 
house; stoneB continued to be thrown at intervals till two o’clock next morning. The men 
were not allowed to go to bed till after two o’clock on Tuesday and Wednesday night ; some 
stones were thrown at the barrack, and broke windows, and a shutter which was split. , 
Thinks Captain Brennan was not affected by liquor; was quite sober, and capable of dis- 
charging his duty; has a nervous manner which strangers might mistake. Thomas O’Reilly 
did not take any charge of the police. 

55. Henry Thornhill, Serjeant. — Was with the police on Monday the 31st; was in the 
centre of the line opposite the inn; heard an order given to the men to fire by Mr. Wood- 
house. He was then on the left of the line; he said “ Fire!” and then stepped to the rear. 
Witness fired up in the air by his own choice. Had heard Mr. Woodhouse, before the Riot 
Act was read, say to Captain Brennan something about firing over the houses ; did not hear 
Mr. Woodhouse order the men to fire more than once; did not see Captain Brennan go 
in front of the line to stop the firing; cannot say how the other men fired ; the stones were 
coming very thick at the time. Saw Mr. Woodhouse at the time he said the word " fire!” 
heard the word " fire !” and understood it as a word of command ; had heard before a 
person with, a watch in his hand say the time was out ; this was about eight or nine minutes 
after reading the Act. The order to load was given near the pump by Captain Brennan; 
Mr. Woodhouse asked if the. men had loaded; thinks he heard something about blank 
cartridge ; thinks Captain Brennan said he had none ; marched down the street in different 

directions. 
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directions, and formed square, with fixed bayonets, to keep the crowd off before they came 
to the inn. Captain Brennan had a small stick in his hand ; saw him try to keep back the 
crowd with it ; he sometimes was surrounded by the crowd, and witness was obliged to 
rush in and bring him oil'; witness was struck by a stone in the foot, head and hand, 
and his carbine was struck. Thinks Mr. J. Woodhouse had the watch; witness held the 
candle while the Act was reading ; the stones continued to be thrown, and the shouts ; he 
said he would back his officer, whether he was right or wrong. Captain Brennan used his 
stick to keep off the crowd, and desired them to go home. Has been in other towns on duty, 
and found the same support here as in any other place. The inhabitants here tried to keep 
the people quiet on that evening; thinks Captain Brennan was sober that evening; acted 
very coolly ; ordered the men to present and recover steadily, to intimidate the mob, after 
they had loaded with ball cartridge; thinks a drunken man could not have done so. Mr. 
O’Reilly gave no orders that day or night; the order to present and recover was after the 
firing. 

56. Andrew M’Chane, Policeman. — Witness was third from the left, in front of Atkyn's ; 
heard the order to fire by Mr. Woodhouse, twice; on the first occasion Captain Brennan 
went in front of the line; took hold of the pieces, and stopped them from firing: it was 
seven or eight minutes before the second order was given; at that time Mr. Woodhouse 
addressed the crowd and desired them to disperse. He then went round the left, or passed 
through the ranks, and in doing so he gave the word “ fire !” Witness (being cautioned, and 
told ho might decline to answer) does not choose to say whether he fired ; thinks the greater 
part were elevated. The stones were continued to be thrown till the shots were fired ; 
witness was struck four times in the course of the evening ; three times opposite this house. 
Heard the crowd shouting till the firing; immediately after the shots the party were marched 
to the barrack ; stones continuing. Captain Brennan was sober. Captain Brennan was on 
the right when Mr. Woodhouse gave the order ; did not see him at that time. Five or six 
minutes after the Act read, till the shots fired. 

57. Trevor Carry, Esq. — Captain Brennan was stationed at Newly several years as chief 

constable of police ; lias always had the most prompt assistance from Captain Brennan. 
Mr. Cony is a magistrate of the said county of Down. Captain Brennan has always been 
zealouB and humane in the discharge of his duty. Once very late at night seen him affected 
by liquor, but still capable of discharging his duty : he is perfectly impartial in discharge 
of his duty ; has watched him narrowly, but found him perfectly impartial : would have: 
reported him. . ' 

Note. — Mr. J. Woodhouse (for his father Woodhouse,) relics upon Captain Brennan s 
report to the Castle, which report is already before Lord Gosford. 

58. William Woodhouse.— Heard a conversation between Captain Brennan and Mr. Wood- 
house, witness’s father, on Thursday, 3d April, in the post-office here. Mr. Woodhouse said 

’ ; he thought the police had fired without orders, and Captain Brennan replied, he gave dis- 
tinct orders to the police to fire in the air. Did not appear to witness to be affected by 
liquor on Monday evening. ' .it 

59. John Dawson. — Witness was in front of the police, near the watercourse or channel. 
Heard order given to fire by Captain Brennan ; sow him standing no 1 front of the police. ’ 
Heard him say “ present'!” " fire !” immediately after that, and some other words, which he 
does not recollect ; he was standing in front when he ordered them to fire. Witness ran 
away. Saw no stones thrown the whole night ; there was no reason to fire. Did not see 
Mr. Woodhouse. Captain Brennan had a on, and his ordinary dress. Heard people 
shouting, but all was quiet and peaceable, except some shouting “Vemer. and some 

60. Mr. John Woodhouse.— Had a watch after the Act was read, and looked at it twice; 
at time wanted two minutes of seven ; second time, five past seven ; half a minute alter 
that the firing took place. Did not say the time was up, nor use such words. The time in 
the Act is an hour; had the watch to ascertain the time, in reference to the Act , heard no 

Curran Woodhouse, Esq., re-examined.— Witness was under impression that the men 
fired without orders, and said so ; Captain Brennan said, No, by God . I gave distinct 
orders to fire in the air.” 



/Copy.)— LETTER from Chief Constable Brennan, to William Henry, Esq., 
Sub-Inspector of Police. „ 

c- Portadown, 1 April 1834. 

I have the honour to inform you, that a serious riot took place on i yesterday^ evening m 
Portadown. There was a fair held in the town, and in the evening, the people being intoxi 
cated, attacked the ’police with stones, Sec. Curran Woodhouse. ^^hlT ta“u 
read the Riot Act, after which 1 gave orders for the . police to fire °^V™ 0 ded two 
tlie agitation of the moment, one or two of my men fired into then TjStwX men 
The mob becoming more violent, to avoid a further effusion of blood, I 1 i- j 
to the police barrack, where I remained. After wrecking a few houses, the mob dispersed. 

I have, 8cc. 

(signed) P; Brennan, C. C. 
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